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tion in my countenance, but still more not to have been
struck with a smile, almost imperceptible and very iron-
ical, as if I had known and contemned the fact. My
only reply at the end of his sentence was, shrugging
up my shoulders:

<( There is little need I should remark to you, mon-
seigneur, that the conquest which Louis XIV., Turenne,
De Cond6, De Luxembourg, De Louvois, and two
hundred thousand French, could not make of Holland,
will never be effected by Prussia, watched by the Em-
peror, on that same country, now that it is supported
by France.^*

The Duke therefore is going, or wishes to make us
believe he is going, to Berlin; where deliberations are
to be held on the propositions of England.

So be it. So much the better. Do not be alarmed.
The Duke is rather German than Prussian, and as good
a statesman as he is a great warrior. He will prove such
a proposition to be so absurd that it is probably no more
than the personal conception of the audacious and artful
Harris, who wishes, at any expense, to make his fortune,
and in a fit of madness to poniard his nation, which is
more able than sage.

Still, however, I think my journey to Brunswick is a
lucky accident; for I confess, and with great pleasure, I
found the principles of the Duke to be moderate, pru-
dent, and, politically speaking, wholly French. I depicted
the affair, or rather affairs, as a whole, under new points
of view; and if, as I persist in believing, or rather as I
have believed more strongly since I have known that he
depends upon Welner for strengthening his party, his
measures have long been taken (for Welner has been a
canon at Halberstadt, where the regiment of the Duke
remains), if, I say, the necessity of accident should oblige
him to take the helm, I shall have acquired the greatest
advantages to treat with and make him a party in our
designs.

He has desired I would give Comte d'Esterno the very
good advice, should Count Finckenstein die, or even

*Here, it must be confessed, the traveler was a false prophet, but
whether it was precisely his fault still remains to be inquired.t whom
